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On 18 J"ununry 1955 a COJJ.:('c,:?~onco was hold at MIT to disCUGS 

the Pl"cposod WWI-ER.4. 1103 Input ry.7.·-cinBla·~ioll Program and rolate(1. prob­

lomso 'Ine meoting was sponcG~rc~:. jcdntly b:r the Dig1 tal Co:rnputor 

Laborato:t'Y antl, tho SerVOIriDcl'lall:lm:18 Labo:i.~rr:iol~Y of' MIT. It was (\t'G0udc-ll 

by :rel)rosenta'~iiT0S ot user groupr] of: '!;ho ]~RA 1103 at NSA o NACA, ORO~ 

ViADO t Ra."V.Oc4'Joold::crldgo t) Em.creon Elec·~j."ic $ :F'ranlclin Inati tuto, and EP~o 

The mocfting led to a sot ()f agroenlents bctvleen Rmllo-Wooluj.'tidge 

end MIT on the vocabulary of' i1'i\j.?ut tl'c.ns1.;J.~;::lon programs f'ol't tho 11030 

These resultod from tho :fact the;:;.;, u fu:tl~·J:;~_OI:'C.lJ..y spoaldng t nlo n~ilrly 

1dent:tcal input programs t'Joro ;;';::,;.:-.£2: 0.o7()1.;1>~j'1 at 17i'f.!lrf:J:l-Wooldr1dge and 

MIT 3 ond that thaI'S was no ;;~;~'.::>.:-~ i"o:~' '~ho \-··\::;:.~u'bu1al"10S of tho prog:\7am3 

to di~fol-- any mor~ tllan i[jQS ::I.(;(.;::::::1:r;0:to<.:1 ~:r '~ho dif'ferences in the 

input mediao 

The m'.zdn l-'j:)L'~:'~s of' tIL.; ~;~t:.:C80m~::n~;B VJora as follows: 

edd:""IOSBOS rr:::;.y be comhinocl to g:~'-lf;'; ;;;'.3.1 aild.:t'3i;S ralutiva ·to a aymbolie 

addrGss by writing the iZ.iy.mbol:lc n1dz-038 plus (-a-)' "Gha 1ntGg~.$r nddre:.:tI3·o 

) ~ -11 2 I~llill.bo!'s will hr:nro the gonerel form !:t23~1:506?897;2t ... x]~o· 9 

vi.b:31"'O ~iihe exponents am nt1!~'ibcl'" o:t dlgi ts befar3 end a~·~or tho rallix aro 

111111t0d. c:;lecnt3.ally only by -tho i7~ ... UQ of' 1~he rasul~ting numbaro The plus 

sig.n ia optiional D tho l'lad:tx po:t:~~'2; BUY be ord ttsd if' the charaote:rio'tio 

16 an intcgerl) tlw tactoz:s of" pCi]J()(rS or two and tE)ll need not be present' 

if not needed., and ths stored valu.E) or tho converted num.bor~ if it is 
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not a flos:~1l1g point nu.mbol·, is t~lk)n. to os tho rounded of't integeJ? 

par-t of tho givon lluml."'Orc 

S) Instruc·1iio.ns or i:1'.tml10rs OJ..~ "Gaggod by t1l"it ing th0 

te.g bsfore the word fI sl1ihough in ·~b.o casa of tho Ramo-Wooldridge oue 

pass system dirscrG017 cards arc :,~:~()CosGary to assign values to the tagso 

4) Current aadro~:s D.3s:lgn.'nm:rtis will be punched as 

~~Aas1gn cell n Vl on a card in ·tho ease of -the R..J!l system, wlwrsas they 

will 03 pun.chsd as t7n ~" on 1;$.po in 'the case 01:' the MIT systcmo 

5) Tho last ':107.'(1 :U1 a progr'Luil will be a "startW word 

specifying the starting add~oss for tho opoTstion or the translated 

program 0 

Tllo Rdl! SYS·t;&l.l1 mruros 't2.S0 ot~ fixo'a fialrJ punched cards on 

which no punctue:~ing charac'l;0ro :rJGGc1 to 0.21 punched to sepa.rate G.ddrossGso 

Honce deoisions about "the form ;;::~',~;:i ·t'.S~) cl· !3l1(;'.h characters w~re left to 

the FliIT Bl~Upo No agreem,0nJ; cr.;::C,;;'~ :JS :l"G::1G:2()d ahout the p~blem of how 

to spocify the bas0 from ~'Jl1ich 1'.TX,,;~;'J~i2.~ WG)/D to 03 convartedo Both of' 

tho follm71ng systerr~ will prolK~:>ly 'bc U88~j: 

1) 1\ ~'! ... " Q""r~ "';'If' "~:i·,n·1;;l1.",n{~o,,:," 1'''',''''' inll·~~~dl:..,>(:!tl '~"~''l.;r .. Q."I''X:t ~:-:O ..,;.. ....... ~ w ~,.. '-4 't..··- .. ·,·~.-"~ ..... c~~"-'4.U A ..... v ...... '-\' __ ""'" ~Q __ '-.... u ... ~~ .. .., v 

opaoify binary (octal) or UOG:lrr::-'). 'br:~SI;) jj1 rospccti valyo 

}]) A wbase kfit dO!-:::-;:;;,c,).'l;or -;;0 sp~;)cify that g11 .. rolluJdng 

intogers, incluuing thoso 

No f,r:; .. ,.:;ompt was lJl.ade to standardize 

Tho princip81 rG8uli; c:;:? -;;]:).0 C01.1::0':01100 was that tho two 

eys'Gcms brdng devoloped by HEtuxj·,"'\,T::(J.l0.Z"16.go aoo. ~,'lIT will have essont:1ul­

ly co.mp8:~ib10 basic vocnbulariou ;),iJ.':1 that programmers would henea ha·va 

1:1:t;1;le difficulty in using ei '~hG:;":> C:t! 'both ~ye'GerllSo The tV10 systems 

'!fJel~ to bs described at the San D:~.ogo rr40~.J'i;in.gon 23 to 25 Fobruary 19550 
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